	Pillar
	Score
	Ranking
	Average Score
	Best Performer

	Infrastructure Quality
	0.48
	17
	0.65
	Panama

	International Openness
	0.34
	19
	0.54
	Dominican Republic

	Sustainability
	0.06
	17
	0.24
	Brazil

	Taxes and Fees
	0.85
	11
	0.82
	Brazil

	International Connectivity
	0.09
	14
	0.21
	Mexico

	Operational Costs
	0.68
	6
	0.59
	Panama

	Willingness to Travel
	0.54
	15
	0.61
	Bahamas

	Total
	 4.58 
	18
	 5.38 
	Panama


 																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																										It is important that the country continues to work hand in hand with the industry on potential areas for improvement. For example, Belize remains a country with high taxes and fees compared to neighboring countries. Other countries in the Caribbean and Central America such as Aruba, Trinidad and Tobago, and Costa Rica have lower tax charges on international tickets.
Belize ranks 18th among the 20 markets analyzed in the ALTA-Amadeus Competitiveness Index 2023.
It stands out in relatively competitive operating costs, where it ranks 6th. 
It is important to focus attention and efforts on areas with the greatest potential for improvement, such as taxes and fees, sustainability, and international connectivity to make the country more competitive.



	

















Reductions in fees and taxes have led to significant advancements in the air transport sector across various countries: Chile's policy shift resulted in an 18% increase in traffic, Colombia's Cartagena airport experienced a tripling in traffic following fee reductions, and Ecuador saw a 22% surge in international passengers, marking its highest traffic since 2017. These examples underscore the potent impact of such financial strategies, boosting tourism and economic activities, and providing a model for other regions






													



																																																									
										


After the reduction of the Eco Delta (ED) and Potencia Turistica (PT) rates as of June 01, 2023, a 22% increase in international passengers flying to and from Ecuador has been observed in the cumulative July, August and September compared to 2022 and is the highest number observed for the same months since 2017.



In the last 5 years, August 2023 has been the month with the highest number of international pax in Ecuador.






																																																																																																													Belize is expected to reach its pre-pandemic international traffic levels by 2023, with domestic traffic still lagging behind. 
According to ALTA forecasts, 104,608 domestic and 8,895 international flights will operate in Belize in 2023.



By 2023, Belize will have a total of 2.3 million passengers traveling through the 11 airports serving the country. 
Belize International Airport (BZE) will carry the largest number of passengers, a total of 1.8 million.




Belize has a total of 13 airlines operating which makes it less competitive compared to some Caribbean and Central American countries, which have a similar number of total passengers, such as Aruba with 27.








In terms of international connectivity, with respect to 2019 in Belize 3 new routes have opened, but 3 have been discontinued. The most important one that has been discontinued is Belize-Fort Lauderdale, which had over 570 flights in 2019.




77.7% of the O&D routes in the Belize International market are direct flights, while 21% are single connection itineraries and 1.3% correspond to more than 1 connection. IAH is the main connecting point for international passengers to/from Belize with 117,176 connecting passengers during 2023.









8 intra-regional direct routes in total
The direct flights with the most O&D passengers to Belize are:
The most important direct intra-regional routes in number of O&D passengers are:
Desde Europa no se tienen vuelos directos hacia Belice, así como desde países de Sudamérica como Colombia, Venezuela o Ecuador.
Las rutas intra regionales más importantes en numero de pasajeros son


	Country
	Passengers O&D

	USA
	306,450

	Guatemala
	25,869

	Canada
	22,418

	Honduras
	10,315

	Mexico
	7,364

	El Salvador
	6,312

	Panama
	3,595



There are no direct flights to Belize from Europe, neither from South American countries such as Colombia, Venezuela or Ecuador. While from Panama there are direct flights, however, only one a week.



In addition, among some Caribbean and Central American countries, Belize is one of those with the fewest direct destinations, compared to others such as Aruba with 15, which have similar levels of traffic. 

Belize's connectivity to global destinations is limited, causing travelers to opt for multi-stop travel, which drives up the price of a ticket.


	Country
	Direct International Destinations 

	Dominican R. 
	46

	Cuba
	37

	Jamaica
	29

	Trinidad Tobago
	22

	Costa Rica
	19

	Curazao 
	17

	Aruba
	15

	Barbados
	14

	Bahamas
	12

	Belize
	10




Belize relies heavily on tourism as one of its main sources of income. Given its abundant natural resources, historical sites, and cultural experiences.

Of the most important destinations for tourists from LAC, Belize represents less than 1% of arrivals.









																																																																																											



During the last few years, air transportation has become increasingly relevant and important for the tourism industry in Belize. Almost 80% of tourists visiting the country do so by air, it is important to work on improving international connectivity so that foreign tourists interested in visiting the country have more options to do so.






																																																																																																																													               8 out of 10 tourists arriving in Belize come from the USA and Europe, there is a great opportunity to diversify and increase the number of tourists from Latin America for which it is necessary to improve the connectivity of the country with countries in the region and make Belize a more attractive and competitive country (lower rates etc).														
The percentage of GDP per capita spent on fees and taxes of tourists from the USA visiting Belize is 0.11% while the percentage of GDP per capita spent on fees and taxes of tourists from Latin America and the Caribbean visiting Belize is 0.45%.

		













Compared to other Caribbean countries, only the Bahamas, Aruba and Jamaica exceed Belize in international tourist arrivals from the United States (70%). Countries such as Guatemala and Costa Rica receive 8% and 5% of tourists from South America, so this is an area of opportunity to continue working on intra-regional connectivity.










1 out of every 3 dollars generated in Belize's economy is generated by international tourism and 2 out of every 5 jobs in the country depend on international tourism. This highlights the importance of the sector for the national economy, where aviation plays a fundamental role in bringing close to 80% of international tourists to Belize. 
Hence the importance of public policies that encourage the country's competitiveness in the international arena and these positive effects can be amplified by promoting adequate infrastructure, investments in tourism training and the promotion of sustainable practices that protect the country's natural and cultural heritage.
Belize, thanks to its natural resources, has been a magnet for tourists from all over the world. However, to maintain and improve this influx, it is essential to ensure that the country remains an attractive and accessible destination. Airport infrastructure, direct flight connections and immigration facilities are crucial in this regard.

	
On average, during the year, 2 out of every 3 hotel rooms in Belize are unoccupied, leading to underutilized infrastructure. These rooms could be filled with more tourists from key source markets like the USA and Europe, as well as by diversifying inbound tourism by attracting more tourists from Latin America. However, it is crucial to enhance the country's competitiveness, particularly in the aviation sector, by implementing the following strategies and measures:
· Airport and Facility Modernization: It is essential to have modern and efficient airports that can handle a larger number of flights and passengers.
· Direct Connections: Establish more direct air connections with main and potential source markets, reducing wait times and making the journey more appealing.
· Joint Promotion: Collaborate with airlines to promote Belize as a tourist destination, offering special packages and deals.
· Competitive Fares: Analyze the market and establish competitive airfares to attract more tourists.
· Flexible Visa Policies: Ease the entry of tourists from various countries by reviewing and adjusting visa policies, especially for those Latin American countries with tourism potential. Currently, tourists from 104 source markets do not need a visa to enter Belize, while Ecuador has 172 visa-exempt source markets	
In 2014, CTG had one of the highest airport fees in the Region.

PFC	MIA	IAD	LPB	CUN	POS	SAL	GYE	HAV	ASU	NAS	SCL	GUA	LIM	CLO	CUR	SDQ	EZE	SJO	MEX	MDE	ADZ	PTY	MVD	UIO	CCS	CTG	17	18	20	21	23	23	25	27	28	28	30	30	31	32	32	32	33	33	34	35	37	40	40	48	52	92	


Since the reduction of the airport fee in CTG, international traffic has tripled.

Pax internacionales	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	240147	260764	289454	241314	248526	301401	345136	449936	545244	656326	922880	1044869	320717	506639	1053275	
International Pax



Since the first reduction of airport fees in Chile, traffic had grown by an average of 18% over the accumulated 10 months.

2017-2018	Sept	Oct	Nov	Dic	En	Feb	Mar	Abri	May	Jun	932838	1072083	1095541	1114520	1299120	1236588	1094476	824746	990154	922086	2018-2019	Sept	Oct	Nov	Dic	En	Feb	Mar	Abri	May	Jun	1028610	1209356	1311067	1319464	1559111	1450673	1275630	1136148	1111287	1031955	2019-2020	Sept	Oct	Nov	Dic	En	Feb	Mar	Abri	May	Jun	1186975	1157085	1216857	1356542	1623114	1608550	846351	100321	97522	112114	*2022-2023	Sept	Oct	Nov	Dic	En	Feb	Mar	Abri	May	Jun	1020257	1148419	1162389	1209086	1364705	1277653	1270635	1138536	



And International Tourist arrivals in Cartagena had doubled before the Pandemic

2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	239241	279527	353965	420548	511906	530177	154669	191929	534615	
International Tourists Arrivals



2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	1130705.27	1200803.9900000002	1223067.9982466155	179905.41999999998	773157.73999999987	1037448.6618128577	1261196.2260401526	

International pax (thousands)


Passenger Traffic Evolution

dom	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	647695	677186	669594	672725	461439	35570	136415	171477	405800	544173	956450	1017279	1096948	2370838	2031727	2412130	1930741	1458041	1303464	1418290	int	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	563998	615871	611621	593364	605117	532518	521035	532522	519851	566255	633536	699086	786874	770386	840624	874857	275733	471468	761592	848060	

Millions



Main airports in Belize

BZE	SPR	DGA	PLJ	TZA	1848122.63	723021.94	385001.16	286706.08	186627.89	

Total pax (Thousands)


Number of operating airlines


Dominican R.	Cuba	Jamaica	Costa Rica	Aruba 	Curazao	Bahamas	Barbados	El Salvador	Belize	Trinidad Tobago	56	47	35	33	27	26	23	23	18	13	11	


New/cancelled routes vs 2019 in Belize

New Routes	
Domestic	International	1	3	Discontinued Routes	
Domestic	International	-11	-3	



Top International Markets Connecting though IAH

BZE-LAX	BZE-ORD	BZE-DEN	BZE-SFO	BZE-LHR	11866.77	5707.58	5155.29	4861.25	4830.32	

Thousands




0	1	>	1	0.77657934940536011	0.21061926035804335	1.2801390236596419E-2	

Top International Connecting Hubs

IAH	MIA	ATL	DFW	HOU	117175.54000000002	98637.130000000121	77873.049999999988	76689.420000000027	16513.44999999999	

Thousands


BZE-GUA	BZE-CUN	BZE-SAP	BZE-SAL	BZE-RTB	25868.629999999997	7364.1200000000008	6506.6	6311.7200000000012	3808.56	


Discrimination of destinations for LAC tourists (%)



USA	Argentina	Brazil	Uruguay	Chile	Belize	0.17	0.09	0.09	0.08	0.06	0.01	
% of tourists arriving by air to Belize

Series 1	
2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	0.76	0.77	0.92	0.81	0.77	


Discrimination of tourist arrivals by region/country of origin to Belize


USA	Europe	Canada	Mexico	South America	Other markets	0.69144443785360998	0.11220895581410457	5.3642801255271488E-2	1.2801283517923773E-2	1.1575388317840165E-2	0.11832713324124997	
% of total tourist arrivals for selected Central American and Caribbean countries by origin

USA	Bahamas	Aruba	Jamaica	Belize	Costa Rica	Dominican R.	Guatemala	Barbados	0.88900000000000001	0.77700000000000002	0.73699999999999999	0.69700000000000006	0.59099999999999997	0.32880000000000004	0.28000000000000003	0.27899999999999997	Canada	Bahamas	Aruba	Jamaica	Belize	Costa Rica	Dominican R.	Guatemala	Barbados	3.7999999999999999E-2	4.5999999999999999E-2	0.14099999999999999	5.5E-2	8.1000000000000003E-2	0.10460000000000001	0.02	0.122	Europe	Bahamas	Aruba	Jamaica	Belize	Costa Rica	Dominican R.	Guatemala	Barbados	0.04	5.7000000000000002E-2	8.4000000000000005E-2	0.113	0.19399999999999998	0.13800000000000001	8.8000000000000009E-2	0.42700000000000005	South America	Bahamas	Aruba	Jamaica	Belize	Costa Rica	Dominican R.	Guatemala	Barbados	1.3000000000000001E-2	0.08	6.0000000000000001E-3	1.2E-2	4.8000000000000001E-2	0.1011	5.2999999999999999E-2	3.3000000000000002E-2	Other	Bahamas	Aruba	Jamaica	Belize	Costa Rica	Dominican R.	Guatemala	Barbados	3.4000000000000002E-2	0.11900000000000001	3.2000000000000001E-2	0.13400000000000001	0.13400000000000001	0.32750000000000001	5.1999999999999998E-3	0.17199999999999999	



Importance of International Tourism for Belize's labor market

Sales	

Tourism	Others	0.4	0.6	

Importance of International Tourism for Belize's Economy

Sales	

Tourism	Others	0.29399999999999998	0.70599999999999996	

Hotel Occupancy Rate

Series 1	





2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	0.36499999999999999	0.106	0.183	0.28999999999999998	0.35699999999999998	


Fees and taxes on international tickets

Costos Operativos - "Turn-around Interacional de 2 horas"	Bahamas	Dominican R.	Jamaica	Belize	Panama	Aruba	Trinidad Tobago	Costa Rica	El Salvador	Guatemala	Cuba	90.68	84.61	79.37	73.5	65.2	53.25	52.9	46.57	39.130000000000003	34.880000000000003	26.23	


Belize	Infrastructure	Taxes and Fees	International Openness	Willingness to Travel	International Connectivity	Sustainability	Operational Costs	0.47685296334302141	0.85169186465082791	0.33570893525949708	0.53793914743840054	0.09	0.06	0.69387487859717467	Average	Infrastructure	Taxes and Fees	International Openness	Willingness to Travel	International Connectivity	Sustainability	Operational Costs	0.65	0.82	0.54	0.61	0.21	0.24	0.59	


Taxes and Fees as a % of International Ticket Price

Series 1	BZE-MAD	BZE-SAL	BZE-IAD	0.15	0.21	0.28000000000000003	


Comparison of taxes/fees vs. flight duration

Fees/Taxes	BZE-SAL	BZE-MAD	73.5	73.5	Duration in hours (right axis)	BZE-SAL	BZE-MAD	1	17	




Composition of Fees/Taxes International Tickets in Belize

Airport Development Fee	
Category 1	36	Ticket Tax	
Category 1	15	Belize Conservation Tax	
Category 1	20	Belize Passenger Service Tax	
Category 1	15	Belize Security Fee	
Category 1	2.5	


